
About UPI  |  UPI en Español   |   My Account Free News Update: Enter Your Email Address Sign up

Search: Stories Go

Home Top News Entertainment Odd News Sports Business Science Health Analysis Media Features

Dinosaur head crest function is determined - UPI.com http://www.upi.com/Science_News/2008/10/16/Dinosaur_head_crest_fun...

1 of 5 10/20/2008 1:56 PM



Science News View archive | RSS Feed 

Published: Oct. 16, 2008 at 1:41 PM

People who read this also read ...
Duck-billed dinosaurs grew to survive

Dinosaurs had bird-like breathing system

Smallest N. American dinosaur fossil found

Digger's find bites into Japanese record

Dinosaur fossils might be new species

New mobile paleontology lab begins work

Dinosaur tracks found on Arabian Peninsula

$800 bid wins dino poop

RATE THIS ARTICLE     Poor    1     2     3     4     5   Excellent     SUBMIT Feedback

ShareThis vote now

Photos of the Day Week in Photos News Entertainment Sports Features Archives

Olympics 2008 Path to the Presidency

 

Al Smith Dinner in
NYC

Third Presidential
Debate

Law Enforcement
Officers' Memorial

Michelle Obama rally
in Indiana

Bush hosts Italy's
Berlusconi

World Bank / IMF
Meetings

Second Presidential
debate

Lehman Brothers CEO
Testifies

You are here:  Home / Science News / Dinosaur head crest function is determined

Dinosaur head crest function is determined

Order reprints  |  Print Story  |  Email to a Friend  |  Post a Comment

ATHENS, Ohio, Oct. 16 (UPI) -- U.S. and

Canadian scientists say they've determined the

bony crests on the heads of duck-billed

dinosaurs might have been used for

communication.

Paleontologists have long debated the function

of the strange, bony crests of the dinosaurs

known as lambeosaurs.

Using computerized tomography, scientists at

Ohio University, the University of Toronto and

Montana State University have reconstructed the brains and nasal cavities of four different

lambeosaur species.

"The shape of the brain can tell us a lot about what senses were important in a dinosaur's

everyday life, and give insight into the function of the crests," said study lead author David

Evans, a paleontologist at the Royal Ontario Museum and the University of Toronto.

"It's difficult to infer the function of structures in an extinct dinosaur when there is so little

resemblance to any living animal," said Jack Horner, a paleontologist at Montana State

University.

But, by analyzing CT scans conducted by Lawrence Witmer and Ryan Ridgely of Ohio University's

College of Osteopathic Medicine, the scientists were able to conclude the elaborate nasal cavity

crests were likely used to produce sounds for communication.

Portions of the research is to be published in an upcoming issue of the journal The Anatomical

Record.
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